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greater proportion than the intercourse of the 


‘| {United States with Great Britain. Our imports 
| from Great Britain; for instance, in. the year 


so! ending. Sane _9U, 
\ heen than twice. os. args. aa: oor im- |: 


1856, were. considerably 
ports. from. Great. Britain in. the year 


i endipg June 380, 1847. ,Our,,imports from 


_..| two to one; while’ Af-‘we'thia” to: 
< Towne, we find gated 
WF ‘teen millions of 


France during the same periods respectively, 


compare in the ratio‘of rmore.than. 

p Hanse 

four- 
1856° against three 
millions in 1847. ° er intadee tameate tree 
proportion of .our exports. is~- still more favor- 
able to our if commerce. In the train 


| of this’ immense tiiaterial ‘expansion, a 


OF* our moral 


“expansion | 
| and social relations with~ the Continent has 


, and With this has come, inthe sense 


e to pata it 2 growing importance as a 


| cosmopolitan Power, weighing heavily 


for good 
or ill in the Walance of the world’s affairs, a 
deeper and more serious sense of our respon- 
sibility in the formation: ‘and: utterance of 


‘| opthion of subjects of cosinopolitan interest 


and- cencern. ~The American nationality too 


_| is Jess;sharply defined and insulated than the 


-| at many more, points of intelligence and sympa- 
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thy. Our fortunate position, too, asa great 
#| Transatlantic State; removed from the disturb- 
| Pena of a too perilous’ and éxciting 
uity to the military monarchies of Eu- 

, makes us necessarily more competent 

jah the people of Eagland:can yet be to pass 


red a perfectly impartial judgment upon tlie move- 


ments and the xy of the Continental States. 
for us, as it is for England, in a network of. so- 
cial prejudices, partisan objects, international 
jealousies. We have been able t6 examine it 


| calmly and dispassionately, wijhout consider- 


ing how far our popular verdict may go towards 


ee eee 
| We. have not been woes by the 


ences of. an tinker 
rete CR ae 
*? = —atPrin 


Fy R tits ho HNAaNntoMm of mz 
ominion to quarrel about at the risk of n na- 
tional self-respect, the peace of the world, and 
decency towards our allies. 

For the United States, Narotron III., under- 
taking the support of Italy in her resistance to 
aggression, is simply a great sovereign enter- 
ing upon a new and apparently a very noble 
career, whose words are to be assumed as the 
types of bis intentions, until his acts shall 
bave betrayed them, and with whose avowed 
policy it is impossible for a free people, remem- 
bering.its own struggle for freedom, and the 
hends which helped it in that struggle, not to 
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provocations in the past; done her many 
injur'¢s, suffered many from her in retarn. 


With the’ name of Naroigow . in . especial, 


peg 


a sépse aitaaaly creditable either to the wis- 
dom; thehonésty or ‘the ‘honor of Eng- 
It is 
natural, then, . thet .England should dis- 
trust, doubt, .be. uneasy, suspicious, even 
frivolously feverish, in the presence of France 
at war and of a Napoleon in Italy. But with all 
this we of the United States have nothing 
whatever todo. The records of France in the 
past are read very differently by. us, and for 
us the name of Narotron symbolizes a policy 
more friendly than adverse to our interests 
éndour honor. The tricolor of the First Em- 
pire never waved over Washington in flames, 
but.on the contrary made way with cordial 
sympatliy for the stars and stripes upon the 

yemmperte of New-Orleans. 
| For us the vital question of the strife now 
Europe is the liberation of Italy. 


he . ich Per elcr whose policy promises substantial 
rec ition and-to Italy in their heroic 


to eject the Austrian invader, 
to destrey a system of treaties expresaly 


for the enslavement of the European 
nationalities, need feel no surprise at finding its 


banners followed.with the hearty aped wih of 
the American people. 


———— EE 
A Potrmoian Ravarsep.—A reformed pol: 
tican is as rare as a reformed inebriate.. He 


on has not been involved © 


but it is still « fault, and the citisens of thet} 


a time, and that one thing slowly and labo- 
riously. Will Mr. Bucnanan and “ Georae W. 
Bowman” notbe sogood as to remember this ? 
Asan instance of the lightning rapidity with 
which they hurry from one grand idea’ to 


‘ahother, we may mention ‘that, though it is 


only a day or two since they were busily en- 
geged in manipulating the Lecompton Consti- 
tution for Kansas, the Constitution, as we 
have already said, on Saturday last devoted a 
considerable portion of its space to the con- 


‘sideration of a plan for acquiring Cuba, by 


voting the President. $30,000,000 to be 


spent in preliminary ‘negotiations ‘for its 


purchase. _Now is if not positively . incon- 
siderate to flash a subject of such magnitude 
in upon the public. mind::in the. middle of the 
Italian war, the Mexican imbroglio, and the 
hot weather, without a single note of warning? 
As the whole scheme ‘is entirely new to us, 
and’ as the people.of the United States are 
entirely unfamiliar -with any of its bearings, 
we must really crave full time for considera- 
tion. We have not, for instance, disonssed 
the propriety of intrusting Mr. Bucnaxan with 
the expenditure of so mach money to be drawn 
upon his own and. sole warrant; nor have we 
reflected upon the uses to which such a sum 
could be applied.. We know nothing of the 
disposition of the Spanish Government,. or 
people, in the matter. We are in complete 
ignerence or ae Oars h to sell Cub 
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‘Conpees has not debated it. It has not been 
taken. up in the newspapers, nor hasit ever been 
mentioned on the stump. ‘It was not.on any- 
body’s mind at the last election, and no one 
thought of allowing it to affect his vote. | Sen- 
ator Browy, who jis in the confidence of the 
Administration, was on here a few months ago, 
and made a graceful, modest, temperate and 
eloquent spcech to the polite Society of Tam- 
many. In the chaste and forcible remarks 
which that gentleman addressed to the cold 
and critical audiences.which assemble in the 
old wigwamn there was not the least allusion 
to. Cuba. The. Democracy may or may not 
want that island for the purpose of extending 
the area of Slavery ; whether they do or not, it 
was impossible to glean from the’ Senator’s 
oration. 

‘Nor have the .Government, organs of . the 
Press'done anything to herald the advent of'so0 
momentous a topic. . This,as everybody knows, 
is the firgt time: the Constitution has “ever 
ellnded to it. Of not. one of the arguments 
contained: in the article before us have we 
ever heard before:. This, for instance, is-an 
eatirely fresh and original statement, which 
we do not recollect ever to have seen in print, 
and which ‘we should not like to comment upon 
without further deliberation. 

“There is certainly no necessity that any advocate 
of Mr, Bucuanan’s Cuban policy, in addressing the 
American people, who know and appreciate the high 
moral worth and unsullied reputation of him whom, 
after a long life of faithful and patriotic public service, 
they elevated to the highest office in their gift, should 
condescend to ‘prove that, were the entire wealth of 
the Republic placed at his absolute disposal, he 
would not misapply, or use for any selfish or unwor- 
thy purpose, one dollar or one cent of the money.” 

In these circumstances, considering that the 
question of the thirty million Cuban loan is 
pow for the first time propounded—considering 
that the American people has given no opinion 

the subject, either in the Press or at the 
ballot-box—-considering that neither Mr. 8x1- 
DELL nor Mr. Brows has expressed his views 
on it—considering also that Mr. Bucuanan’s 
character as a politician is entirely unknown 
to the mass of the public, and that they are, 
therefore, entirely unable to say whether or 
not he would. use public money or public pat- 
ronage for unworthy purposes—considering 
that every male adult in the United States does 
not read over each editorial article in the 
‘Constitution more than twice in the day—we 
must ask respectfully for full time for reflection 
upon the whole matter. Mr. Bucuanan need 
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They have already siniided, and the Aldermen 
have made some progress in passing; an ordi- 
nance confirming a contract made. with Jonn- 
gon & Sayrnes for cleaning the streets of the 
City for five years at $300,000 a year. Yet the 


‘at value... 


' compliance ‘with public ni 


such of the néwspapers of the Cty an maybe | 
employed by ‘the Corporation for the purpose ; 
said. notice to. be published for at least tén 
days in each of the.daily newspapers so’em- 
\ ployed; and that all such contracts shall be 
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given to the lowest bidder,” the terms to, 
be settled, by. the Carporation. Counsel and}. 


approved by the Comptroller. Now this‘ con- 


tract is not founded on‘sealed proposals made | 


after public notice advertised in any, newspa-. 
per. whatever, nor. has. the Comptroller ever 
_ spproved it.- Nor has it been awarded to the 
‘lowest biddets,—other contractors, understand- 
ing that the Charter was to be.utterly. disre- 
garded, having sent in their proposals, offer- 
ing to-do'the work for ‘less’ money, ‘ giving 
equally good references end‘no less adequate 


securities, The Common Council, seeing how. | | 
much teo short and too narrow even their own:| | 


breastplates of triple brass are to cover’the 
shame and nakedness of their conduct, ‘say 
that their bargain. with Jounson and Saxrzss 
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and the authentication of the bill of sile 
zenship will be prima facie proof of such good { 

, 26. In all cases, , wherethe evidence of |) ~~ 
the purchase ofa for vessel by a citizen.of the | ee 
‘United States, with proof of citizenship. and of the | and reff 
of the purchase ; be far~ | riously 
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the bill of sale in Bis oltioe, and. deliver to the party | “do 
{the ealatens, mb 2-oranecele Sebrenes thereat Sie ; 


‘is not.e “contract” but simply a direction | | 


given the City Inspector to employ certain | | 


parties for the purpose of cleaning the streets. 
But the Charter leaves the Council no refuge 
even in thiscunning device ; for it says ““ When- 
ever any work is necessary to be done to com- 
plete or. perfect a particular job,” “and the 
several parts of said work shall together involve 
the aapeniere oe: more than $250, the 


r : eee er Dae oy 
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it shall be ordered otherwise.” ' The Holy 
Brotherhood of the City Hall profess to find 
im «the: -words~ italicized “above an excuse 
for their haste to snatch this fat job away from 
the control of the head of the Sanitary Depart- 
ment. . They hold that, by calling the bargain 
with Jounson & Sarres a direction to_ employ, 
and not a “contract,” and by adopting said 
‘ordinance ‘of direction” by ‘a three-fourths’ 
vote, they. have really ordered that the work 
shall be done “ otherwise than by contract.” But 
here again the Charter pulls up its tight rein-upon 
our caperingeCommon Council, whose antics 
are not now, as we are bound to admit, the 
exuberant expression. of “ high condition,” but. | 
rather the morbid result of an unusual absti- 
nence. from the public crib... Never. before, 
since it became the fashion for the City Father 
te.go-into the:Board a Lazarus and to come 
out of it a Dives, has stealing been so difficult, 
and devoted assiduity in :the attack of the 
Treasury: so little ‘remunerative, as for the 
past six months. If the Mayor holds fast by 
his integrity, if the Comptroller adheres to the’ 
wholesome regulations .that he has hitherto 
enforced, and especially if Mr. Drtavan re- 
fuses the least fragment of toasted cheese, ex- 
cept in the form of bait upon a trap; the Com- 
mon Council of 1859 will-go.out.of office . hon- 
est by the force of unconquerable circum- 
stances. The Mayor may arrest their career 
for a season longer, but as it requires three- 
fourths of both Boards:to pass any ordinance, 
it will be easy to over-ride his veto with a 
two-thirds vote. The Comptroller may keep 
the employes of the Council out of their money 
for a season, but there will be found lawyers 
to prosecute and courts to award ‘them jadg- 
ments ; so: that defence is but temporary. 
But if. the City Inspector stands firm. the 
Council cannot face the Comptroller, nor make 
a.case in the courts, for the Charter declares 
that‘ No expenditure for work, involving an 
amount. for which no contract is required,” 
(that is, for a sum less than $250, or, by the 
Aldermanic. interpretation, for. a job. that 
they have ordered to be given out with- 


out 2a contract,”) shall be allowed,. unless 


“the necessity therefor be certified to by), 
the: head. of the. appropriate 


nominations for & City. Thepectot: “That officet’| 


-as to the nature and-degree of the protection |: for wast of 
hore promised; and heré the matter for the-| that 

present rests. Itis worthy of notice, andthe the « ms 
fact doubtless accotnts’ for the diffidence of | York from in 
Mr. Komzzr im accepting the very indefinite Prasat 
Psat tw antler tt peer A 
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"Eilon stokes $id liek | Sony ni. oa 
by American citizens. ‘There ‘appeats to be: “in str 

no Warrant for the Treasury dictum beyond ened action of ¥ ; 

the casual opinion of some forgotten Attorney- | pears the: conduct of, 

General;.and such authority is hardly suffi- | evening! 

cient to induce a cautious speculator to invest 

his money in shipping at a moment when the |: 

value and efficacy of national protection is so | 

likely to be brought toa more practical test. | Tres 

Mr. Kouizr, whose name implies a foreign | Mr; 

birth-place, may fairly doubt whether -that | 
retroactive championship which our Govéra- 
ment refuses to naturalized citizens abroad, | 
will be extended to naturalized shipping in } 
_ European waters, and whether an- equal vindi: 
cation will attend the honor of our flag when. it |. 
waves from the peak of an alien mast and when. | Timann will have. the courage 4 
it floats over American oak. In such ciream- | RMOS: SEA Weak bear 
stance ae Neer. CaN eS oe | ern eee if. 
even after he receives the rescript ofthe De}, — 

partment: of State, favorable though it may 
seem to be, he will do well to hesitate upon his Music. 

‘bargain. Sie sap SS iat daciog, Ge Mor tan ve nro ve oe a? 
‘continuanee of active: war in. > every since the-workd Inst-sew=aee ses 
pretence will be resorted to to put foreign ship- jinjared AE OIG oe atk , 
ping beneath our protection. Sham sales. wil | '** RES. Bey 
often be made, and where sales’ are not sham | ' 
their genuineness will still, be. open -to.sus-.}' © 
picion. In case of difficulty, itis not easy to |. 
foresee how such suspicions may tend to.par-.|) 
alyze the activity of our officials, and t6 afford |\* 
pretexts for avoiding an undesirable ct 
with some distanf Power. ‘The wiser west: 
assuredly will be to.sbun such. ye 
whatever their form ane: omnes f tore 
may be... 
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The Tax-Commissioners, ‘ 

The Editor of the Herald, finding the taxes. 
upon his Paradise at Washington ee 
comfortably heavy, very -maturally~ doubts 
whether the Tax-Commissiosers have” been |  Tighte: 
constitutionally appointed. — hi amen oe | ie 
the Compententanttns. $48 oe ee €: 


be cit par babs ean aoe 


chat ba af tha anita Ishmaelite -in~ |' 1850 crested them eae ° Sees 


deed, or'two'at least of their sevell scheniés 
ater a eee 
amount of 000 can ‘never be consum. 
mated. 

It is possible that’ the schemers.. hoped, in-} 
their despair, that though Mr; Detavaw would: 


not unite with them in their. villainy, he might |: 1 


be induced, the ordinance once ‘enacted, to’ 
certify to the necessity of the expenditure -it 


ine the Oity of New-York three’ Tax-Comimis- |) 


sioneis, as now provided-by law.” . The acto} ti 


and aseessments in‘ the City of New-York.” |! 


Previous to the law of 1850, from the time of |) « 


the earliest ‘charters, 3 of New-||'¢ 
York were always City officials ; in other parts ; 
of the State.they have always been town offi. | arent 
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